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The Theatre Olympics has completed its first weekend

The opening event of the Theatre Olympics was held on 14 October at the Four Domes Pavilion, Branch of the National Museum in Wrocław. The festival’s Artistic Director Jarosław Fret and Monika Blige, who is Deputy Director of the Grotowski Institute, Programming, announced the festival’s opening. Guests included Wrocław’s Mayor Rafał Dutkiewicz, Tadashi Suzuki, Liu Libin (Artistic Director of the 2014 Theatre Olympics, Beijing), Maja Komorowska and Leszek Kolankiewicz (Research Director of Dziady Recycling Festival, which will be held as part of the Theatre Olympics from 27 October to 4 November). The artistic part of the ceremony included songs sung by Teatr ZAR actors, Fatma Emara, Marjan Vahdat and Selda Őztűrk.

The Theatre Olympics opened with a performance of Tadashi Suzuki’s legendary production of The Trojan Women (1974). The piece was performed three times over the weekend and each time received a standing ovation. On Sunday, 16 October, the public was given a chance to meet and talk to Tadashi Suzuki. The event, called Globalisation and the Theatre’s Mission, was held as part of The Truth and Nothing but the Truth series. The Japanese director also ran a two-day workshop, Culture is the Body, which focused on the Suzuki method and was designed for experienced theatre-makers, including actors and directors. The festival also saw the first of the planned premiere performances. Liu Libin, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Central Academy of Drama, Beijing, presented Life between Heaven and Earth, an adaptation of the novella The True Story of Ah Q by China’s greatest modern writer Lu Xun. The one-man show, produced by Zhejiang Drama Ensemble, featured Su Xiaogang, an actor of the National Centre for the Performing Arts, Beijing. Also performed in the Main Section was Krystian Lupa’s The Temptation of Quiet Veronique, based on Robert Musil’s short story.

The Lower Silesian Theatre Platform section began on 15 October. 21 out of the scheduled 37 performances were staged over the weekend. Performers included Wrocław-based companies and other Lower Silesian ensembles – both repertory theatres and independent groups. All shows were in Polish.

Theodoros Terzopoulos, Chairman of the International Committee of Theatre Olympics, staged his Mauser, a piece created at the Grotowski Institute. The Grotowski Institute’s Programme also featured Happy Days, a show featuring Maja Komorowska and Adam Ferency, directed by Antoni Libera. Its performance marked 21 years since the creation of the piece, which was first shown in 1995 at the Dramatic Theatre in Warsaw.

Orixás, an exhibition of photography by Pierre ‘Fátúmbí’ Verger is on display at Domek Romański Lower Silesian Photography Centre from 13 October to 10 November. Town Square House at Rynek 25 plays home to 5 photography exhibitions (by Monika Bułaj, Magdalena Mądra, Jan Rosołowski, Jan K. Fiołek and Maurizio Buscarino), Stefano Di Buduo’s installation Vision of Odin, as well as an exhibition of Haitian painting from Polish collections, Inspired by the Gods. The exhibitions at the Town Square House are open throughout the Olympics and are free.

On 18–19 October, we are hosting in Wrocław the members of Moscow’s Alexandrinsky Theatre, who have come to our city with their Masquerade: Recollections of the Future, directed by Valery Fokin. The production is based on Mikhail Lermontov’s Masquerade and its 1917 production by Vsevolod Meyerhold. A conversation with Valery Fokin will take place on Thursday, 20 October. 

The first week of the Olympics will witness two more premiere performances. Eugenio Barba and his Odin Teatret will mount the Polish premiere of The Tree, a piece performance created in co-production with the National Theatre in Budapest, the Grotowski Institute and the European Capital of Culture Wrocław 2016. The Tree received its Danish premiere on 19 September. Polish showings will be presented on 21–25 October. The Tree is part of The Trilogy of the Innocents, together with The Great Cities under the Moon and The Chronic Life. The second premiere performance will be Medeas: On Getting Across, a piece by Teatr ZAR’s Jarosław Fret and Simona Sala, inspired by the character of Medea. The musical dramaturgy of the show is built around Arabic, Persian and Kurdish songs sung by guest singers from Cairo, Tehran and Istanbul. Medeas includes a text by Greek poet Dimitris Dimitriadis. Premiere performances will be staged on 20–22 October at the Laboratory Theatre Space of the Grotowski Institute, followed by further performances on 6–9 November. There are still tickets available.
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